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THE FACE OF CONGO BRAZZAVILLE 



Prom the Atlantic Ocean to the approaches of Bangui, between the 11th and 
the l8th degree of Greenwich, astride the Siuator between latitudes ii degrees 
North and 5 degrees South_, the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville stretches out in 
the form of a huge quadrilateral of 3^2^000 square kilometres, confining the 
Republics of Gabon, Camex'oun and Central Africa, the vast expanses of the 
ex-Belgian Congo and the small Portugaese territory of Cabinda. 

CLimTE, RELIEF, SAVANNA AND FORESTS «- 

The Congo-Brazzaville has an equatorial climate cooled by the proximity 
of the sea* The Mayombe Chain is the only barrier between the Ocean and the 
interior of the country, and the sandy coastal plain, which becomes marshy to 
the South of Kouilou River is no more than 100 metres high out of a depth of 
approximately ^0 kilometres. 

The forest and the savanna share the vast extent of the Congo-Brazz-avlIle 
and the animal life is widely varied from the enormous elephant, which may be 
found nearly everywhere, down to the tiny ant which has a most disagreeable 
bite. 



FOINTE-NOIRE PORT .- 

The Pointe-Noire Port is situated on the side of the Atlantic Coast 
nearest to Brazzaville and its flat beaches facilitate the construction of 
sEprons, Junction with the railway and all the attributes of a commercial and 
Industrial city with the promise of a great future. 

RAILS, ROADS AND WATERWAYS .- 

The Tchad and the Central African Republic possess no other means of 
reaching the sea than the main route of penetration formed by the Congo and 
its tributary, the Oubangui and by the particularly uneven line of the Congo- 
Ocean Railway. ]n 1938, the number of its travellers reached 73,000 and in 
1961, exceeded 897,000. 

In 1959, a proposal to make the Port of Pointe-Noire a fires Port, to serve 
the countries surrounding Congo -Brazzaville, was introduced with the idea that 
it "would held increase the industrial and commercial activity in the entire 
region", A group of experts has just completed the preliminary investigations 
which were entrusted to them on this matter. 
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THE ESSENTI4L ROLE OF TIffi AIRWAI5 .- 

The Congo "Brazzaville needs to be equiped with an air substructure, the 
equivalent of which is rarely found in Africa, because of the aiomoiB distairea 
and difficulty of ground communications. 

Apart from the international class aerodromes in Braazraville and Pointe- 
Noire, it has 12 local and 2 concessionary ones which are continually improved. 
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THE FOREST : MAIN WEALTH , - 

The useful Congolese forest is formed by the Western forest region of 
Mayombe, containing groups of a most beautiful trees, straight and tall, the 
Limbo or Limba, particularly sought after for carpentry and veneer-peeling, 
the cluster of the high Basins of the Niari, very rich in Oukoume, Limba and 
other varieties, the Sub-prefecture of Mossaka in the North of the country , 
and the Haute Sangha on the confines of Gabon and Cameroun which are also 
particularly rich in commercial woods such as Irokos, Sambas, LimbaSjMahoganj^ 
Move, Tchitola. 

i COUNTRY WITH M AGRICULTURAL CALLING ,- 

Crop growing, which constitutes the basis of the African alimentation, 
mainly comprises the sour manioc, the plantain and the bananas, to which may 
be added the potato, yam, com, rice, sugar cane and various citrus firuits 
such as pineapple, orange, mandarin, grapefruit and the avocado— pear which 
are now being exported. 

As for the harvest products, there are palm, coffee, cocoa. The "Society 
Agricole et Indus trielle du Niari", whose development gave rise to Jacob, the 
third largest town in Congo-Brazzraville, produces sugar, for both home and 
export markets, and supports a population of more than 10,000 Congolese. 

Besides, large scale stock farming is on the increase but is still 
insufficient to fulfil the domestic meat requirements of the cotmtry. 
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AN INDUSTRY M FULL EXPANSION ." 

The S,I,A,T., a conpany owning cigarettes factories, is equiped for a 
production capacity twice greater than the present consunption and is ready 
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to meet increased demands made possible by the future economic development of. 
Tchad and the Oubangui Valley. 

The mineral production of Congo-Brazzaville at present rests mainly on 
gold, which suffered a slight regression due to the devaluation of the metal 
exchangei lead, with a total of nearly 10,000 tons in I96O3 tin, with an export 
tonnage of not more than approximately kO tons . But petroleum has been 
discovered and its exports are Increasing. 

A DiniAMIO COMMERCE ^- 

The Congo-Brazzaville has a healthy political climate which is a sign of 
stability, and a sound basic structure, without whj.ch it would be difficult to 
attract capital investments. Because of these factors its commerce is active 
and growing. 
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WHO ARE THE CQNGOILESE ?,- 

The origins of the Congolese are yet little ;mdersifcod. 

In any case, the European or the American arriving in the Congo for the 
first time is surprised to find an advanced people in the cities and In the 
bush who are more and more capable to carry out the work that was previously 
reserved for the white man. 

The Congolese finds it difficult to fit in id.th discipline cf a hierarchy 
outside his own clan. He confides only in someone who knows and understands 
him and in whom he has confidence, serving a chief before an ideal, and with 
an absolute devotion, la addition, he possesses distinctly superior qualities 
of observation. Endowed with a profound good sense, he is an acute and 
experienced psychologist. 

THE Dl^IRE TO LEARN . - 

He has a profound desire to learn. Therefore, the Congolese three-year 
plan provides for the constioiction of a hundred new classes a year in order 
to satisfy this desire and corg^ete with the demographic increase? 
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Unfortunately there are still only 19 hotels, one bungalow and sere road-posts. 
Brazz-aville is served regularly from Paris by Air-France and U«A«T». Brazza- 
ville is also connected to Nice, Marseilles and Rome. 

The regional air services, assured by DC U's, on the other hand, connects 
Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire to Dolisie, Makoua and Ouesso. 



FUTURE PROSPECTS 



Equiped with modern and Well adapted material, ernploying 75 engineers 
and specialized Eui'opean staff with nearly I4OO African labourers recruited 
and trained on the spot, corrpleting the setting up of evacuation irstallations 
of crude oil by the Pointe Noire Port, the "Societe des Petroles d'Afrique 
Equatorial e" already contributes directly and effectively to the country ' s 
economic development. The e:'Cistence of petrol, whose important reserves today 
predict the continuation of research, inspire the hope that this fsrticipation, 
in the future, will be placed on a higher level. 

On the other hand, Saturday September 5th, 19595 the first sleeper of 
the Compagiie Miniere of the Ogous Railway, - the COMILOG - was laid. COMILOG 
is in charge of the setting up and exploitation of the Moanda manginese dqnsit 
near Franceville in the Gabon. Its railway to Dolisie, a station of the Congo- 
Ocean, will be completed in I962. It will open new Congolese regions to an 
economic life and by doubling the route to the Gabon, will ccnsiia?ably improve 
the supply and evacuation of the products of the southern part of this Republic. 

At last, the Congo-Brazzaville hopes to build a dam in the site of Sovmda 
and with this source of energy will have the opportunity to become one of the 
foremost industrial covin tries of Africa. 

Those vast projects and realizations being carried out are sufficient to 
explain the hopes placed in the future of the Pointe-Noire Port. If it becomes 
a Free Port, with entire freedom of access and exit for foreign goods and 
ships, it will attract products from all directions and, after transformation, 
distribute them to the whole world. Business concern will be given special 
conditions for their investments and free exchange within the Common Market 
countries . 

These are the broad perspectives opai to Congo-Brazzaville. To be fully 
comprehensive, enphasis should be laid on the items contained in the three- 
year plan now being carried out ; the impulse given to mineral research, still 
a long way from completing the inventory of Congolese underground resources. 
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which is not surprising for even in the most evolved and industrialized coun- 
tries of the old world or America, new deposits are found daily; the measures 
taken to replace the exploited forests by artificial plantations, providing 
new agricultural expansion j the iiiprovement and development of road, rail and 
waterway structures; and the accelerating industrialization to inprove the 
standard of living. The final goal of our three-year plan is that all this 
must be coordinated with direct action in regard to housing, health, hygiene 
and education in all its forms, in order to develop an elite capable of 
perfecting the "Africanization" of future leaders. 

This goal is well on the way. The pupils form S5% of the eligible 
scholastic population in 1962, and an overseas French public establishment 
ensures superior education and post-graduate education for the R^ublic of 
Congo-Brazzaville and the three other Republics of the ex-A.E.F. Besides, the 
number of scholarships, continually increasing, must equally permit students 
to benefit fullj?- f^om high quality superior education, whether they are given 
in France, Brazzaville or abroad. 

In a word, the policy of Congo -Brazzaville, on the human level, is tliat 
of open door to all men of goodwill, and on the economic level, it is also an 
open door policy to all competition. 
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